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| TO HY 
Chriſtian Reader. 


Here is ſuch Scripture-Fvi- 
dence for Infant-Baptiſm, that 
intelligent, unprejudiced Men 

may. find what Mr. Grantham ſaith 
againſt my Defence of it, a Reply, 
_s no Anſwer ; Preſumption, and no 
roof. 

The Praflice of that Perſon which 
rithdrew from our Communion, was 
uch as (if admitted) is deftrutive to 
all Goſpel or Church-Urder, and ſo is 
wo ſlight gccafion to write upon : But 
[ had other weighty Matters enſuing, 
which neceſſitated my Writing ; and 
Mr. Grantham ( not being medled 
with) can ſhew none ſuch for his Re- 


lying. 
A 2 As 


To the Reader. 


As to what he ſaith to me, I ſhall 
very briefly anſwer, being ſtill of the 
ſame Mind that I was of. Let all be 
meaſured by the Rule of the Word : 
And that thou mayeſt have Under- 
flanding therein, ſhall be the Prayer 
of him, who is 


Thine to ſerye thee | 

In the Goſpel, ; 

ad. 7x Sam, Petto, 
Infant- 
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Nfants were diverſified by the Covenant 

made with Abraham, Gen. 17. and fo ftill 

may be by the Will of Chriſt, all not bes 
ing the Seed of Abraham. 

My Argument, paz. 3. was Ad Hominem, as$ 
appears there, and by my Poſtſcript ; and faith 
only, | That Infam-Bapriſm is not expreſly forbid- 
den, therefore either it 3s lawful, or elſe Scripture- 
Conſeqhences muft be admirred,] which is undeni- 
able. Tt was occaſioned by my being told ina 
Conference, that thete ſhould be expreſs Scri- 

in ſuch a Caſe; therefore it was not m 
Miſtake. Neither is my Argument anſwere 
by ſaying, as he doth, p. 2. [ There is no expreſs 
Scripture for Infant-Baptiſm, therefore Infant- Bas 
priſm may be omitted. his is alſes or there 
is no expreſs Scripture for Women's Receiving 
the Lord's Supper, and divers other things, yet 
they may not be omitted, becauſe by Scripture- 
Conſequences, rightly deduced, they are requi- 
red. And hence I can ſubſcribe to every Word 
which he mentions of that Auchor of our own, 
þ. 2. and to Tertulliar's Rule ; I am of the ſame 
Mind ; there is ne therein againſt my Ar- 
gument, and I can eafily withſtand any Innova- 
tion which &s not expreſly forbidden in Scri- 
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ture; for 1 think things may be commanded or for- 


bjdden by good Scripture-Conſequence : And it was 
and is my Judgment, that «# in the Worſhip of 


God muſt be commanded there, either expreſly, or by 
neceſſary Conſequence. | | 
[Thus Mr. Granthen, at his firſt beginning with 
me, and frequently after, by a multitude of im- 
inent Words, would make his incagtelops 
Reader believe, that I bring Scriptures for one 
purpoſe, which are brought for another. As, 
Þ. +s bring A#.8, 3. and 9. 1. to prove thac 
to be a Church-Member is, in Scripture, to 
a __ ; whereas he would have it believed, 
that I thereby would immediately prove Infants 
Diſciples, p. 4. So the Scriptures .by which 1 
prove, p- 5. that the Name [Holy] js given to 
Father, Son and Spirit, as, I Per, 1. 15. Lev. 
19. 2. and 20. 7, Heb. 7.26, &c. he, p. Ft 6, 7. 
would make the Reader believe, that I bring 
them ——_ to po Infants diſcipled. 
And the like uſe he maketh, p. 6, 7. of the Scri- 
tures whereby I prove, p..5. that the Name 
[261 is given to the Church and its Members. 
0 that, either from great Ignorance gr Inadver- 
tency, he may bluſh chat he beats the Air, and 
abuſech me. | 
As to my firſt Argument, That ſome Infants are 
ro Jo as to have the Name of Trinity upon 
them. |; 3s | F 
At lait, he denieth my Antecedent ; ſaying, 
That no !nfans are diſcipled ar all, much lels ſo 
as to haye the Naine of-Father, Son and Spirir 
upon them. "Rn : 
In Anſwer, I evidenced it various ways : 
They are ſaid ro be [ holy, ] and fo are dikipled: 


a a a ti. macs itn © BG RL 


oO Me CO mUG SL  OaRyanytay JORY 


Infant-Baptiſm Vindicated. 3 
God hath put his Name upon them before their 
Baptiſta; though it.is ſolemnly ſignalized and de- 
clared after, when they are baprized. 

Hier R_—_ Þ 3. from A 28. Kan 
wered 'in my Book, p. 49,50, 5I» | grant there 
{ no diſtintion between Jew and Genrile, but 
thoſe of both who are viſibly in Covenant (whe- 
ther Adult, or Infants) are more clean than 0- 
thers who are out of Covenant and are a holy 
People, differenced from others, if nor by. Qua- 
litative, yet by Relative Holineſs in Church-ſtate, 
Rom. 11. 16, 1 Pet. 2.9. asof old, and nothi 
here againſt it. 

As to his fecond Reaſon, 1 fay, Men, by the 
Word:of God, are to be inſtrumental to bring 
Men within the Covenant, . which extendeth ro 
2heir Seed ; therefore alſo to make Infants Dif 
ciples. Some may be made Diſciples without 
actual teaching, or learning ; as we put- Chil- 
dren to School, who at firſt learn nothing. 
Learned Spanbemins well obfervech, 7 «aw7den 
non ſignificat ſolum docere, ſed Diſciples facere, & 
equipollet, T9 uamas mutiv, Foh, g. 2, Dub. Evang- 
Par, $: p. 93- giving Reaſons for it. 

I do not fay, that all who are under Means 
for Inſtruction (though Perſecutors) are Diſct- 
ples, bur all who are in the School of Chriſt's 
Church z of which, ſome are Infants: The lo- 
fant-Seed of Believing Jews were in it (by Cou- 
venant, Ger. 17. and {o, when that was ſpoken, 
Matth. 28, 19. (not being broken. off till. after- 
wagſe z) andſoalfo the of Believing Ger- 
fits. 

I proved ſome Infants: to be Diſciples, from 
Att. 15. 10. He denies that every one were Dit- 

A 4 ciples 


& HInfent-Baptiſm Vindicated. 


ciples whorh they wonld have circumciſed, yet 
proves"it not. But all which the Apoſtle bla- 
meth them for impoſing Circumcifion practical- 
ly upon, are'call him Diſciples, and theſe 
were Pacyny Infants, Gen, 17. 1011, 12, 
Will he ſay, they were not blamed for laying 
Circutncifion' upon Infants ? His Inſtance of In+ 
fant-Sprinkling is not parallel, becauſe:Infant is 
rot 4 Gems for all thar we wonld have baprized. 
E. proved, _ Infants had —_— of. = 
rittity gpon them, 1 Cor-7. 14. they are [boly. 
This Holineſs he takes for being Legitimare, but 
anſwers not what I ſaid againſt its nor doth he 
prove all co be holy that-are legitimare. 

CE//e,] 5.e. Say fome, If one be nbt a Belie- 
ver; or [z/e,] if the Unbeliever were not (an- 
Rified to or by the Believer, thety the Children 
were wiclean, not illegitimate : For where there 
1s tlo Saritification of one;' to of by the other, 
but both are lnfidels or-Unbelievers, yet the 
Children are legitiinate, Heb. 13. 4- are no Ba- 
ſtards. The __y [holy] then mult be by a Se- 
paration ufito X | 

There is no Good in Sin, but it becometh of 
humbling and abaſing uſe to the Sonl, and fo ac- 
cidentally is turned by God ro Good toit; which 
I ſuppoſe Mr. C. intendeth, by its being ſancti- 
fied to. And this is no new Doctrine, but as 
old as'the Days of Hezekiab, 2 Chrov. 32.525, 26, 

a Pal, 1 Tim. 1.13. 

And I 4fl Infants be jv a viſible State of Salva- 
tion by the Covenant of Grace, as Mr. Grantham 
faith they are, þ. 19. then they have the Name of 
?be Trinity upou them, for the Covenant ts 4 part of 
his Name, and fo they are diſcipled; and what 

oy | | 1nders 
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hinders their being baptized ? Doth not Aarch, 
28, 19. command it? 

He thinks then they ought to partake of the 
Lord's Table. Bur are they as capabie of Self 
Examination, and of that Eating and Drinking, 
and Spiritual Growth, as they are of being 
waſhed ? | 

As to' my ſecond Argument, from ſome Infants 
being viſibly or externally in the Covenant made with 
Abraham : 

Obj.: He preniſeth, that the Covenant of Gract 
with Abraham mas Twenty four Tears before Cit« 
curtxifion © Others under it, as Salah,— not ſo tiy= 
cunciſed : | And others were, 10 whom the Covenant 
of Grate ſeems to have the leaſt extent, as I[hmael, 
Eſau, Bond-men,— p. 9. 

Then if by Covenant, Mr. P, means the Coves 
nant of Circumciſion) ard Infants of Chriſtians, ot 
the Covenant of Gract, Gen, 12. be denies the Mi» 
not : But if Infants bt ih 4 viſible State: of Salva« 
tion, yet he denieth the Conſequence of the Major; 
that they are to be baptized, p. 10» 

Anf. 1. The Covenant of Grace was made and 
Lars way before Abraham, Gen. 3. 1 ' and thoſe 
might have Salvarion by it through: Chriſt ; as 
Salah, Arphaxad.— Then the Church was Do- 
meſtical, but no ſuch clear Declaration of the 
Subjects, and their Church-ſtate and Privilege, 
in a Community of many Families for publick 
Worſhip and Ordinances 3 no ſuch Sign or To- 
ken of the Covenant for Infants, till Circumci- 
fion was granted, Ger. 17, And after that Grant 
to Abraham, all good Men that could were obs 
of to joyn with him, or his Seed, as the only 
Church in ſuch Order theg in the World, = 

ney 
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thy would enjoy ſuch Church-Privileges : Wit- 
his Servants which were Profeſſors, v. 13. 
Gen. 18. 19. and the Proſelytes, Exod, 12.48, 49. 
Iſa. 56.: 3,6. uf” 

. 2: 1 mean that Covenant which Circumciſion was 
# Token of, Gen. 17. v.7,to 15. 

Indeed, This is the ſame Covenant, for ſub- 
ſtance, with that, Ger. 12. but in anew Edition; 
with .a Declaration of the ancient SubjeRs, and 
an Enlargement of Privileges, as aforeſaid, which 
expreſly excended to the Infant-Seed, Ger.17.7, 
9,12 Inthe ſame Covenant and Breath, Abr- 
ham himſelf, and alſo his Seed, are commanded 
to be circumciſed 3 and that as a Token of the 
Covenant between God and him, v: 9, 1o, 11, 
He and his Seed then were in the ſame Cove- 
nant, and CircumciGon was of the ſame uſe to 
him and others: 4nd that Covenant was not on- 
ly for Circumciſion and the Land of Canaan, but 
 that(atleaſt vifibly)God would bea God to them; 
and there is a double Aſſurance thereof, v. 7, 8. 
and that clearly was a Covenant of Grace, and is 
Rill continuing ; for it was to him a Seal of the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith, - Rom. 4. 11. 

It is then his groſs Miſtake, to think that the 
Covenant, Ger, 12. is one, and that, Ger, 17. a- 
nother diſtinc&tione. Indeed, the Sign Circum- 
cifion is ceaſed, but the-Covenant is not repeal- 
ed, as tothe Subject of it, Infants : This cannot 

proved.  *Tis-true, ſome did forfeit their vi- 
ſible, external Intereſt in the Covenant, as 1ſ- 
macl and Eſau ; and ſo may Profeſſors of the Go- 
ſpel alſo, after duly baptized : But they were fo 
in Covenant before, as it had been broken if the 
Token had been neglected, or not applied, Ger, 
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"8. At laſt; he denjeth the Conſequence of the Ma- 
jorz-which.1s to lay, That though ſome Infants be 
viſibly or externally in the Covenant which God made 
with Abraham, yer bythe Will of Chrif they are 
ore be ore -Fakis P, rn cn: 
am glad to hear er CON- 
feſs Infants within r Menof this Peri 3 whi 
they muſt do,-.or elſe ſhew a Repeal of pwr on Co- 
wag as to the Subjects of it, which I think 
they can never prove. ButI am ſorry this Man 
anteth Infants being in that Covenane upon 
uch a corrupt, unſcriptural Principle, viz. That 
all Infants are in a vilible Stare-0 ; Sraricn by 
the Coyenant of Grace ; he muſt lay-by the CS 
venant with. Abrebam,if he deny m oy Mojo Major,which 
- grounded upon that ;z and itwil 
for him ps all Infants in. the Worl to be 
the Seed of Abraham, that in the very mention- 
ing > it mona be zmitation. 
f his Denial is,p.10.upon a great 
Milt our that the Covenant of Grace muſt 
be abſtracted from the Covenant of Circumci- 
ſion 3 whereas that which Circumciſion is an- 
nexed to (as I have proved) is the Covenant of 
Grace, only in a new Edition. Alfo he faith, 
[That never required the Application of any Ceremo- 
nyto Infants, as a Pleage of it, either before the Law, 
gr as it is now eſt abliſhed— ig the Goſpel. ] 
All which is falſe; for Circumcilion was ſuch 
a Pledge and Token of che Covenant, to be ap- 
lied to Infants, above Four hundred Years be- 
ore the Law, Gal. 3.17. and ſo Baptiſm under 
the Goſpel, 48. 2. 38, 39. for that is command- 
ed upon thac Ground and Encouragement, that 
the Promile is to them ; and that is _ Os 
ouble 
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double SubjeR { Tow Repemters, and your Seed, ] 
and f6to Infants, and fo they ate commanded to 
be baptized: All that are under the Ground and 
Encoutagetnent unto the Duty of being baprized, 
are obliged to the Duty ; and ſome Infants are 
utider thats for the Promiſe is to them. 

Gen. 14. ſpeaketh not expreſly of Baptiſm, but 
it comtnatdeth the Keeping the Covenant by ap- 
plying the Token of it, which now is not Cir- 
cunciltoh,” but Baptiſm 3 and ſo commandeth 
that even to Infants, ſeeitig they are in the Co- 
| Yenant;' 85 aforeſaid ; and rhiere is no —_— 
Warratit t6 delay the applying that firſt Token 
of it after tunity is offered. If it were li- 
mited' (43 Circumciſion was) to the Eighth Day, 
it might be delayed till chen, but now may be 
applied before. The Females were _uncapable, 
wanting the part, and yer were deemed citcum- 
ciſed in the Males, for all 17ael are called the 
Circumciſion : Which anſwers his p. 9, 16, 11, 12, 

It till runs there in his Head, that all-I fay is 
brought forthwith to prove Infanr-Baptiſm ; 
whereas I prove other Mediums 'ift order to it. 
Thus, p. 8.- I mention © Heb. 10. 16, 17. only to 
prove Rerhiffion of Sins to be a great Bleffing of 
the Covenant : He, p.t1. dreams: that I muſt 
mean it of Infants. 

So I mention the Second Commandment, as 
requiring the obſerving Goſpel-Inftirarions, as 
Baptiſm after che alteration of the Sigh, as of old 
it required Circumciſion : He fancrerth, that I 
produce it preſently to prove Infant-Baptiſm. 

* $01, p.4t. mention Match. 16. 18. Rom. 16.16, 
'2 Cor. 12,27. &c. to prove that the Church is 


Chriſt's : He, p. 13. conceiteth, -that I would 
hereby 
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hereby _ Infants viſibly Chriſt's ;* which I 
do by other Mediums. And here he talketh char 
Infants may be ſaved who were never baptized, 
which was not there my Buſineſs. - 

I am weary of his Impertinencies, but hope 
that by ſerious reading my Book, apy judici- 
ous Perſon will have enough there to anſwer 


im 
Abraham had an Eccleſiaſtical Seed, oven of In- 
fants, Gen. 17. The Infant-Seed of Fews wete 
broken off with their Parents, from external [n- 
tereſt in, and Privilege by the Covenant, Rome. 
11, unleſs he can prove the Infants remained in 


Covenant ſtill. 


The Seed of Believers are viſibly under the 
Promiſe, the Word of Faith, as the Seed of 0- 
thers are nor, and fo are of the Faith. ] I ſee no- 
thing to invalidate what I faid thereof, 

Laid, Infants Intereſt in the Covenant, Gen. 17. 
* not cut off. 

Inſtead of proving a Repeal, and the Cutting 
them off, without which, all that he or others 
fay is nothing, he replieth, 

Obj. 1. Infants had as good Right to the Covenant 
of Grace before Circumciſion, and have the ſame 
Right now, v. 17, 18. 

Anſ. And what if they had, and have it ? That 
is for me, not again#t me. But, under favour, Cir- 
cumcifion was a new Privilege, which Infants 
had not before, Ger. 17. 

However, this doth not prove them cut off 
from any, but the contrary. 

Obj. 2. No Perſon's Right to Circumciſion did 4- 
riſe out of the Covenant of Grace, but it did only iſſue 
from the Command of God, p.17. Arc 
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Anſ. 1, Here is no Syllable to prove that Inf at- 


| Intereſt in the Covenant, Gen. 17. is cut off.: Some 
Infants certainly had ir, and fo muſt ſtill, unlefs 
there be a Repeal. | | 7 

2. The Command 1s expreſs to all the Sted of A- 


7 por to keep the Covenant by applying the Tokgn + 


And In 


ants are expreſly concerned in that Com- 


mand, Gen, 17. 9,10,11, 12. and fo all Infants 


within that Covenant are under that Command 
ſtill, unleG cut off; *Tis true, the Sign of Circum- 
cifion is changed, but the Covenant is the ſame, 
and the Subje& of it the ſame : So that whether 
the Right arifeth from the Covenant, or from 
the Command, or both, it matters not ; all his 
Seed, Infantsand all in-it; by che Command, 
are to paſs under the Sign:' And Circumciſion 
then being a Token of the Covenant, the Right 
fo it muſt ariſe from: the Covenant, although. a 
"— was the Direction. for applying the 
ign- 

Obj 3. As Circumciſion did not give Abraham's 
Seed an Intereſt in the Covenant of Grace, ſo the A- 
brogation did not take that IntereFt from them : He 
inftanceth in the delay of it to Moles his Child, the 
Omiſſion Forty Tears in the Wilderneſs :— Infants 
now have no part in the Covenant of Circumciſion, 
yet they loſt nothing by it. And then he _ of 
the Typical Covenant of Circamciſion being made 


void, P. 17, 19. 

Ant I. Who ſaith that Circumciſion did give 
them Intere#t in the Covenant of Grace ? Rather a 
being in that Covenant gave Intereſt in Circum- 
cifion, which was a Token of it. 4oſes his delay- 

laying of Circumciſion was his Sin, Exod. 4. 24, 
. 25,26. and had like to have coſt him his Life ; 

an 
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and 1/-ae!'s Qmiſfion of it was their Sin: And is 
it no. Loſs, in Mr. Granthan's Account, to be cut 
off from' External' Privileges, unleſs Men be 
wholly cut off from the Covenant of Grace, and 
the Salvation thereof? Is it nothing for God to 
fay, Loami ? The Takingaway Circumcifion was 
a Mercy, the Lord giving Baptiſm ia lieu of it; 
but if he had-taken away that, and all Church- 
Privilege, and External Covenant-Intereſt alſo, 
from Infants, which once they had, it muſt needs 
be a great Loſs, an unſpeakable Diſadvantage, 
a ſore Judgment. 

2. Now he declareth that Covenant which Circum- 
ciſion did belong to, void, and diſtinguiſhed from the 
Covenant of Grace, ind calleth it a Typical Cove- 
ant : But not one Syllable of Scripture-Evidence 
for any ſuch thing : We muſt believe it, if he 
will, becauſe ipſe dixit. Here he ſhould have 

oved a Repeal of that Covenant with 1bra- 

am ; and not having done this, he hath done no- 
thing. I believe that the Covenant, Gen. 17. 
wherein twice God declareth himſelf a God to 
the Seed of Abraham, v. 7,8. the Sizn whereof, 
Circumcifion, Abrahamreceived, as a Seal of the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith, Rom. 4. I 1, muſt needs be 
a Covenant of Grace, no Typical Covenant, nor 
void; for that Righteouſneſs was not of a Cove- 
nant only for Cana«n, but of Grace, for Eternal 
Life. And that Abraham received it as a Sign of 
one Covenant, and his Seed of another, can ne- 
ver be proved: The contrary is plain, viz. that 
both had it by the ſame Command and Cove- 
nant, Ger. 17, 9, 10, 11. 

Butnow Mr. Grantham, þ. 19, 20, &c. findeth 
2 Medium by a new Poſition, viz. EX 

Our, 
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Pofit. Fhat all Infants (at ſuch) are in a Vigble 
State of Salvation by the Covenant of Grace, aud fo 
are of the Univerſal Church of God, and cannot be 
put out of that bleſſed State; till by their voluntary de- 
partuve from God, by chuſing ſinful Ways, they de- 
ftroy themſelves. | 

An, If this were true, ons would think that all In- 
fants, without exception, might be baptized, being ſo 
in the Covenant of Grace, and of the Church ; /h 
vhen they are made Diſciples, and fo are exprefly com- 
wazded to be baptized, Matth. 28. 19. 

I hope Mr. Barre: or ſome other will examine 
this Poſition, I ſhall nor now inſiſt long upon it. 
F never fo many Infants be in a State of Salva- 
tion, orbe {aved, this is not againſt my Principle 
of Infant-Bapeiſm : I would not diminiſh the 
number of ſaved Ones 3 however, 1 think this to 
be a falſe, unſcriptural Poſtrion. 

Obj. Hs relleth us of five Demonſtrations, p. 20, 
29 24. butall of them come to ons poor Argument from 
the Covenant of Grace, Gen. 3. 15. which he think 
eth was made with all Mankind,with the whole World. 

Anf. 1. That” all Mankind, or the whole World, 
is this Seed of the Woman with whom the- Covenant 
of Grace was made, is altogether without Proof ; and 
fo all his Demonſtrations are wholly groundlefs. 
Ler him but form an Argument from Ger. 3. 15, 
that is univerſal, and any may ſee it will have 2 
Noa ſequitur. 

Theutmoſt here ſaid is, that a Seed of the Wo- 
man, or ſome of her Seed, ſhould be faved; bat 
it is not faid, All che Woman's »>eed, as ſuch, 
ſhould be ſaved. His Poſition ſhould be his Con- 
clafion of all his Demonſtrations. wiz. That al 
Infants (as ſuch) are in-# viſible State of nt or 
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by the Covenant of Grace, But ſuch a Concluſion 
hath no Footing in, no Countenance from this 
Text, not ſo much as by Conſequence. | think 
[ have better than this for Infant-Baptiſm 3 and 
I might lay as well, that all their Seed have rhe 
Spirit poured out upon them, and the Word in 
their Mouth, 1/a. 44. 3. and-59. 21. 

he truth is, Gez. 3. 15. cometh in asa Threat- 
ning of Puniſhment or Severity againſt the Ser- 
pent, (as any obſerving Eye may ſee,) yet imply- 
ing a Promile of Mercy, attainable by ſome fin- 
ning Men, through Chriſt, a Seed of the Wo- 
man. Until Adam did take hold of that Promiſe 
by Faith in that Seed, Chriſt, he remained our of 
Covenant, as others, Epheſ. 2. 8, 12. When A- 
dam was actually and perſonally admitted into 
the Covenant of Grace, yet it was not as a Com» 
mon, publick Perſon, and Head of that Cove 
nant, repreſenting all his Seed, as he was before 
his Fall a Head of the Covenant of Nature ; for 
then Adam's After-Sins againſt the Covenant 
would have been imputed to all his Seed, as his 
former were, againſt the Covenant of Works, 
Rom. 5+ 12, &c. v. 20,— 

Now every individual Man was perſonally 
to be in Covenant ; and if he derived external 
Og, it was only to his next or immediate 

ed. 

Hence, if Adam's Infant-Seed might have out- 
ward Privilege by being tus Poſterity, (or any be- 
fore Abrabam,) yet if any of them after reje&ted 
the Covenant, (as Cain did,) they caſt themiclves 
out of that external Privilege, and their Infant- 
Seed with them. So in after Generations, Hagar, 


and 1ſmael her Seed were caſt out, and Eſas _ 
is 
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his, the 1/raelites and theirs, Rom, I1. and thoſe 


were Strangers to the Covenants, Epheſ. 2. 12. X 
W 


See alſo P/al. 37. 28. 

I know not that Adamand Eve (two Perſons) 
made a Church : Let Mr. Grantham prove it. 
But that Promile laid a Foundation for the E- 
recting a Viſtble Church afcerward. 

If Adam's Family was the Church, (as you fay,) 
and the whole World, or all Mankiad that then 
was (and fo his Infant-Seed) were Members of 
it, yet Cain and his Seed were ſoon rejected ; 
notwithſtanding which, many Perſons believing 
in that Seed, Chriſt, were ſo ſaved in after Ge- 
nerations, through that Promiſe. But that all 
Infants of rejected Cain, Iſhmael, or Eſau were in 
2 viſible State of Salvation, and of the Vifible 
Church, or that all dying in Infancy are certainly 
ſaved, appeareth not, Ger. 3. 15, Mr. Grantham 
aſſerting, it is Preſumption without Proof. 

2. That Gen. 3. 15. mentioneth a Seed of the 
Serpent, which i part of the World, as well as the 
Seed of the Woman, which the Covenant of 
Grace extendeth to; and hence this Text which 
he alledgeth is excluſive of ſome, and fo confu- 
teth his Demonſtration. For if there be in it 
another oppoſite Seed, then all Mankind, or the 
whole World, cannot be compriled in the Seed 
of the Woman, who are under this Promiſe. 
Will he ſay, the Seed of the Serpent are viſibly 
in a $tate ot Salvation, by the Covenant of Grace : 
Or that they are no part of the World ? 

3. Only thoſe are this Seed of the Woman, under 
this Covenant or Promiſe, who have Enmity againſt 
the Serpent, and ſuch Power over him, as to bruiſe 
his Head : And this is excinſive of others, 
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For -that is expreſly the Qualification of the 
Seed of the Woman here intended : Yea, the 
whole of the Promiſe which here extendeth un- 
to any of Mankind is, Ger. 3. 15. { will put Enmity 
between thee aud the Woman, and between thy Seed 
and her Seed; it ſhall bruiſe thy Head; the follow- 
ing Words concern the Serpent, viz. his bruiſing 
bis Heel, So then, none elſe are this Seed of the 
Woman, or viſibly in a State of Salvation, by 


f]this Covenant, but ſuch in whom is found that 


Enmity againſt the Serpent, ſo as to confli& 
with, and prevail againſt him. Therefore this 
[Seed of the Woman] can be only Chriſt, 1 Foh. 
4-8. Heb. 2. 14, 15- and ſuch as believe in him ; 
for, 1 Joh. 5. 4. This\gs the Victory, — even our 
Faith, Hence the whole World cannot be here 


intended. 
If whole Mankind, ea znſans were that 
Seed of the Woman, thea all Infantshave En- 
mity againſt the Serpent, and then they are ca- 
ble of, yea have Love to God, and Faith in 
im, and ſo may be baptized. | 
Ie is the Covenant which I called the great 
Charter of Heaven, viz. of the God of Heaven: 
And as others, by denying Infants Intereſt there- 
in, do take from it, ſo let him take heed of ad- 
ding tO It. 
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A 


POSISCRIPT:. 


HE foregoing Anſwer to Mr. Gran- 
tham (ſhould have been publiſhed ſoon 
after its Date, 1687. with Mr. Firmin's, 
if his had not been out before he expected ; 


and it is at the defire of ſome Friends, that now | 


it cometh forth. 

He intimateth, p. 9. that Salah, Heber, &c. 

lived after Gen. 17. and were not circumciſed, nor 
had Obligation to Circumciſion, 
But this is more than he knows, ſeeing (0 little is 
revealed to us of the way of their Worſhip in 
that Day. And it ſeemeth to be falſe, becauſe 
Abraham then was declared the Father of many 
Nations, v.5. And (o Believers of other Nations 
were then his'Seec, and obliged, if ſome lawful 
Impedimeat hindred nor. | 

However, this 1s certain, that believing Gentiles 
in Goſpel-Times are graffed into, or intereſted in the 
ſame Covenant that was made with Abraham, Gen. 
17. and his Seed ;, the ſame Olive which the Fews 
were broken off from, Rom. 11. 11, to 27. And 
as of old they were circumciſed, not merely by 
virtue of a Command, but as a Token of the 
Covenant, Gey. 17.14. hence all under that Co- 
venant that could, were to ſubmit to it, and that 
as a Mark of Diſtinion ; for they were diſtin- 
guiſhed from others by Circumciſion : Even (0 
It 15 now as (0 Baptiſm, © © - 

2 And 
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And whereas Mr. Grantham denieth that the Co- 
venant, Gen. 17. is a Goſpel-Covenant, or & Cove- 
nant of Grace, 

This is his groſs Errour z for the Apoſtle proveth 
Fuſtification in Goſpel-Times to be by Grace fromthis 
Covenant with Abraham, Rom. 4. 1,2,3,4, 16,17. 

This is the very Ground which his Argument 
is built upon, viz. That we under the Goſpel are ju- 
ſtifedin the ſame way that Abraham was, ard there- 
fore by Grace : By the Promiſe, and not by the 


Law. If this could be denied, all his Arguing 


were vain and falſe. 
Now that Covenant with Abraham, Gett. 17. 
which Circumciſion did belong to, is that which his 


* Argument is bottomed upon, as is evident, ' Rom, 4. 


I6.: Therefore it is of Faith, that it might be by 
Grace — How doth he prove that ? Y. 17. As 
it is written, I have made thee a Father of many Na- 
tions— Now it is very obſervable, that this is 
quoted out of Ger.17.4,5. and it isno whereelfe 
in foregoing Editions of the Covenant : 1: js not 
found in Gen. 12. nor in Gen. 15. therefore that, 
Gen. was 4 Goſpel-Covenant, and not ceaſed. 

Doth Mr. Grantham think that the Apoſtle 
would ſeek to prove our Juſtification by an ab- 
rogated Covenant, and a legal one too, as he 
would have this be ? 

I might prove it a Goſpel-Covenant from his calling 
Circumciſion a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 
Rom. 4. 11. and there is no Syllable in the In- 
ſticution, declaring it to be bf one Ule to Abra- 
ham, and of another to other Perſons. 

Alſo, From his ſetting this Promiſe to Abraham, 
in poſion to the Law, Rom. 4. 13, 14- it is con- 
fradiſtinguiſhed from that, as elſewhere,Gal. 3: r7- 
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This evidenceth ic to be a Covenant of Grace, 
" and till in force ; and if for Juſtification, then 
alſo for External Privileges to the Subjects of ir. 

And once more from Gen. 17. 7,8. where twice 
be promiſeth to be [ their God ] which is. the great 
Bleſſing of the new Covenant, Heb 8. 10. 

What is objected ro make it a legal Covenant, 
& that Circumciſion made Men Debtors to the whole 
Law, &C. is vain. | 

For' either it ſpeaketh of it in the Senſe of the Falſe 
Prophets, who urge Circumciſion— for Tuſtification 
and Salvation : And thus if Men ſhould urge any 
Duty,.'even Baptitm, upon (uch-a legal Ground, 
it would make them Debrors to the whole Law. 
Or it imports, that neither Circumciſion, .nor any 
IWorks of the Law, do profit, unleſs all be performed ; 
for the Law promiſed -nothing but upon per- 
fe& Obedience, Gal. 3. 10. Rom. 10. 5. 

As to Gen. 3. 15. It maketh no mention of In- 
fants, much leſs of all of chem. Whar Share they 
have in a Promiſe, muſt be deduced from other 
Texts, not from this. Will he ſay, that [ Seed] 
and [_Inf ants, ] or [ all Infants, ] are —_—_— ? 
Here no more is {aid of all Infants being the Seed 
- of the Woman, than of ſome of them being the 
Seed of the Serpent. 

I ſhall only add, that if Mr. Grantham (hould 
reply fo as I be convinced that the ſubſtance of 
what I have' here written be not Truth, then I 
intend a Retractation : But if I be ſilent, it may 
be concluaed that I do not account him worth 
the Aniwering, 
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A Catalogue of Books, Printed for, and are to 
be Sold by Edxard Giles, Bookseller in Nor- 
wich, near the Market-Place. 


Everal Diſcourſes concerning AQual Providence. 
A Word in Seaſon, 

Detenfive Armour againſt four of Satan's moſt fiery Darts. 

Sermons upon the whole 1 and 2d Chapter of Canticles. 

Thirteen Sermons upon ſeveral ufeful Subjets, All pab- 
liſhed by Jobs Colings. D. D. of Norwich. 

The Way of the Sp1rir in bringing Souls to Chriſt. 

The Glory of Chriſt ſet forth, with the Neceſliry of Faith : 
In ſeveral Sermons. Both by Mr. Thomas Allen, late Paſtor of 
a Church at Norwich. 

Enoch's Walk with God and Chriſt, a Chriftian's Gain. By 
Mr. Timothy Armitage, late Minifter at Norwich. 

A Diſcourſe of the Preciouſpeſs cf Chrift, and of the Pre- 
ciouſnefs of Faith, 

Precious Promiſes the Portion of Overcomers. 

Sermons on five ſeveral uſcful Subjefts. Ali by Mr. 7ohn 
Longher, Minifter in Norſolb. . 
The Saint's Ebenezer, By Mr. Francis Engliſh, late Miniſter 
in Norwich, 

D:rcRions to ſpell Ergliſh right. 

bin Hiſtory of the Proteſtant Reformation, as it was begun by 
Luther, 

The dead Saints ſpeaking : Being a Sermon-preached upon 
the Death of Mr. Newcomb, of Deadhan 1n Eſſex. 

The Engliſh Presbyterian, | 

The Miracles of Chriſt. 

Te ordinary Macter of Prayer, drawn into Queſtions and 
Anſwers. 4 

Two Treariſes : The firſt, Of Rejoycing in the Lord Jeſvs in 
all Caſes and Condicions. The ſecond, Ot a Chriſtiar,'s Hope in 
Heaven, and Freedom from Condemration by Chriſt. Both 
by Mr. Rebert Aſty late Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt in Norwich, 

Oved:ence ro Magiſtrares : Recommended in a Sermon 
preached Sptember the grh, 1683. being the Thankſgiving- 
Fay for His Majeſty's Deliverance. By Jonathan Clapham, Re- 
for of Wramplingham in Norfalk, | 

A Preſent 


A Preſent for Youth, and an Example for the Aged : Two 
Diſcourſes 3 one, Of Spiritual Bleflings ; the other, That God 
hathan high Account of the leaſt Grace in the Saints. By Mr, 
Fobn Cronawell, late Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt ip Norwich. 

Iofant- _—_— of Chriſt's Appointment, By Mr, Samuel 
Petto, Miniſter of the Goſpel in Sudbury in Suffol. 

Of the Converſion of Sinners to God, in Chrift ; the Nece(- 
ſity, Nature, Means and Signs of it: With a Concluding Speech 
ro the Unconverred. 

An Anſwer to Mr. Thomas Grantham's Book, called A Dia- 
logue between the Baptift and Presbyterian, Both by Mar- 
tin Finch, Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt in Norwich, 

Sincerity :. Or, The Upright Man's Walk to Heaven : Deli. 
vered in ſeveral Sermens in the Pariſh-Church of Sr. Michael, 
in Long-ſtratten, in Norfolk, By James Oldfidd, late Miniſter 

re. 

Alexipharmacon S$hirituale : Being a Defenſative againſt the Poi.- 
ſon and Sring of Death : Or, The Great Expedient how to 
make the Bed of the Grave fo cafie, that we may lie down in 
Peace, and take our Reſt. By Samuel Snowden, Miniſter of 
the Goſpel at Newton in Norfolk, 

Chriſt ſer forth : In ſeveral Sermons upon the 19th Chapter 
ro the Hebrews, By Mr. Robert Ottee, late Paſtor ro a Congre- 
gation in Beckles in Suffolk. 

$acramental Diſcourſes on ſeveral ſele& Subjets. To which 
1 added, A Diſcourſe of the Life of Faith. By Chriſtopher 4- 
marett, Miniſter of rhe Goſpel in Norfolk. 

A Diſcovery of Audacious Jnſolence againſt the Doftrine of 
the Church of England, vented in a malicious Pamphler, pub- 
liſhed againſt rhe Presbyterians, by Thomas Grantham :. Toge- 
ther with a Poem thereon, And a Poſtſcript, wherein ſome of 
the Cirizens of Norwich are more particularly concerned and 
cautioned, 
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